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October 2002 
Dear Reader: 
This is Old Dominion University's third annual ·state of the Region" report. While t represents the work of many individuals connected in various ways to the Un1vers1ty, the report does not constitute an "official" 
v1ewpo1nt of the Un1vers1ty, or its president, Dr. Roseann Runte. 
Our "State of the Region" reports maintain the modest goal of making Hampton Roads an even better place to 
hve. We are proud of our region's many successes, but realize it is possible to improve the region's performance. 
Yet, 1n order to improve our performance, we must have accura te information about "where we are" and a 
sound understanding of the policy options available to us. This year's report places particular emphasis upon pro-
v,d ng up-to-date information on how Hampton Roads compares to other regions nationally. 
The 2002 report 1s divided ,nto seven parts: 
Hampton Roads ... A Comparative Tour: We compare Hampton Roads to other metropolitan areas by means 
of more than 30 different economic, social and educational variables. This section should be a valuable reference. 
The Impact of Sept. 11 : Here we examine both the short-run and long-run impacts of the Sept 11 terrorist 
attacks. We also estimate the economic impact on the region of another military deployment of the magnitude 
of Desert Storm. 
The Regional Distribution of Income: We find that income is distributed more equally in Hampton Roads than 
n many other metropolitan areas and more equally than in the nation as a whole. 
The State of Religion: Religion occupies a significant role in the region. Religious affiliations and activities are 
changing more rapidly than many might believe. 
Public Social Services: Last year, governments spent nearly $600 million to provide social services w1th1n 
Hampton Roads. These services are part of the "social safety net· of which many regional citizens are ignorant. 
We detail the programs and their challenges. 
The Taxes We Pay: Regions differ in terms of which taxes they pay locally. regionally or at the state level. 
Hampton Roads is a low-tax region in a national context, but is less competitive within the southeastern United 
States. 
Newspapers in Hampton Roads: The region is fortunate to have two major daily newspapers plus a plethora or 
v.tt>kly, monthly and topically oriented pubhcat1ons. We examine their news coverage and ask how things might 
be different ,f only one maior daily newspaper existed. 
The report would not have been possible without the generous financial assistance and support of the following 
individuals and organizations: 
The Aimee and Frank Batten Jr. Foundation 
Frank Batten Sr. 
R. Bruce and Lilly S. Bradley 
Raymond W. Breeden Jr. 
Arthur A. Diamonstein 
The George and Grace Dragas Foundation 
Hampton Roads Partnership 
Thomas Lyons 
Arnold B. McKinnon 
Patricia and Douglas Perry Foundation 
Anne B. Shumadine 
The following individuals were instrumental in the research, writing, editing and design of the report: 
Vinod Agarwal Tatiana lsakovski 
John R. Broderick Sharon Lomax 
Rev. Dr. James Cobb Trish Manthey 





Our hope is the report will stimulate you to think further about Hampton Roads and that it will generate discus-




James V. Koch 
Board of Visitors Professor of Economics and 
President Emeritus 
Old Dominion University 
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